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said, is "faith in oneself multiplied to the nth degree",45 "You
believe in some principle, clothe it with life, and say that it is
your God. . . .1 should think it enough."46

To Gandhiji there is no antithesis between God and man.
The soul is the only reality in man as well as in the lower order
of creation. It transcends time and space and unifies all appa-
rently separate existents. "I believe," he writes, "in absolute one-
ness of God and therefore also of humanity. What though we
have many bodies we have but one soul." "I believe in advaita,
I believe in the essential unity of man and for that matter of all
that lives.5'47 Gandhiji also subscribes to the belief that human
beings are working consciously or unconsciously towards the
realization of spiritual identity.48 The relation between God and
the individual soul is that if the individual shatters the chains of
egotism and melts into the ocean of humanity he shares its
dignity; on the other hand if he feels that he is something, he
sets up a barrier between God and himself. ". . .to cease feeling
that we are something is to become one with God."49

This great truth, the fundamental unity of all life, a
principle far higher than that of the mere brotherhood of man,
makes man not the lord but servant of God's creation.50 The
unity of soul and its nature lead to another conclusion of great
significance to his philosophy. The soul is the Godhead within
man; it is self-acting; it persists even after death; its existence
does not depend upon the physical body. Hence whatever hap-
pens to one body must affect the whole of matter and the whole
of spirit.51 That is why if one man gains spiritually, the whole
world gains with him, and if one man falls, the whole world
falls to that extent.52
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